
 

Year 9 History - Remembering the First World War 
 

 
Centenary of the Arrival of the Unknown Warrior at Victoria Station – 10 November 2020 
 
Every year on 10 November, the Western Front Association holds a service of remembrance at 
Victoria Station to commemorate the arrival, in 1920, of the Unknown Warrior on his journey to 
Westminster Abbey. Because this year is the centenary of this happening, the Western Front 
Association is asking Year 9 students to write a letter to the Unknown Warrior. You can write as 
yourself, a young person in 2020, looking back on the First World War or you could pretend to be 
someone living in 1920 who has lost someone important to you in the war: a brother, a father or a 
friend perhaps.  

 
If you would like to take part in this commemoration then you need to write a letter of no 
more than 500 words and email it to your class teacher by November 1st, 2020. 
The Association will publish the most interesting and thoughtful letters on their website and 
in their magazine and offer some small prizes.  
 
 
The Story 
 
When the First World War ended in 1918, about 800,000 British and colonial troops had 
died and another 200,000 were “missing”. Some of these were prisoners but most were 
dead: either they could not be identified or they were never found.  The men and women 
who died abroad in the war were buried there and many had “no known grave” so that 
families in Britain were rarely able to visit a grave to mourn for the people that had lost. 
 
In 1916, while he was in Northern France, the Reverend David Railton came upon a grave in 
someone’s back garden which had a marker with the words “An Unknown British Soldier of 
the Black Watch” written on it in pencil. It gave him an idea. Perhaps one of these unknown 
soldiers could be brought back to Britain and represent all those who were lost. After the 
war, he was able to persuade the King and the Prime Minister that this should happen. 
 
It was important that the chosen Unknown Warrior could never be identified. To do this, on 
7 November, the remains of four unidentified soldiers were brought to a chapel in Saint-Pol-
sur-Ternoise in northern France. They had been taken from four of the battlefields in France 
and Belgium: the Somme, Ypres, the Aisne and Arras. They were laid on stretchers and 
covered with Union flags so no one could see anything that would give a clue about who 
they were. Brigadier General Louis John Wyatt was given the task of choosing one of these 
bodies without knowing which battlefield it had come from. The coffin containing the 
chosen soldier was transported across the Channel to London by train and boat, arriving at 
Victoria Station on 10 November. The other three bodies were buried near the chapel. 
 



 

The following day, 11 November, Armistice Day, the Unknown Warrior was taken to 
Westminster Abbey by horse drawn carriage. Among the soldiers, sailors and airmen in the 
huge procession that accompanied it were 100 service personnel who had been awarded 
the Victoria Cross, the medal that recognises the greatest bravery. It also included 1,000 
widows who had lost not only their husbands but also all their sons in the war. It stopped at 
the newly erected Cenotaph where King George V laid a wreath on the coffin. We still lay 
wreaths at the Cenotaph today to remember those who have died not only in the First 
World War but in all the wars since then in which Britain has been involved.  The procession 
then went on to the Abbey where the soldier was buried under a black marble slab brought 
from Belgium. The grave was filled with soil taken from the four battlefields. Thousands of 
people lined the streets on that day to see the carriage pass and, in the days that followed, 
it is estimated that 1,250,000 people visited the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior which shows 
how important it was as a focus for people’s grief. Many people still visit it today. 
 
You can find out more (including more details about the Cenotaph) here: 
 
BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zr8xgwx 
 
Fun Kids Live: https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/great-war/the-cenotaph-the-unknown-
warrior-and-how-we-remember/#  
 
There is an archive newsreel recording of the journey of the Unknown Warrior here: 
https://youtu.be/giJlKBKzy-8  
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