
GCSE Geography – Paper 1 
Case Studies 

 
 

Haiti – LEDC 
Richter – 7 

320000 dead 
1M homeless 

spread of disease – 
cholera 

1in5 lost jobs 
$430M in aid 

Tohoku – MEDC 
Richter – 9 
15854 dead 

1/2M homeless 
Fukushima Tsunami 

Damage = $235B 
3min warning 

Montserrat 
1995-97 

Destructive plate 
Pyroclasticflows/ash 

2/3rd evacuated 
Plymouth buried 
75%farmland lost 

£42M in aid 

Iceland 
Constructive 

Glacier/Ash Cloud 
Predicted  

0 dead 
Livestock indoors 

107000 flights cancelled 
Kenya - flowers 

Katrina 
Cat 4 

6m storm surge 
1M homeless 

1200 drowned 
$50B aid 

National Guard 
Alabama chickens! 

Haiyan 
Cat 5 

195mph winds 
9.8M affected 
+10000dead 
Tacloban City 

400000 people in 
evacuation/centres 

Heatwave UK 
2003 
39C 

2000 heat related 
deaths 

Hosepipe bans 
Farming affected 

High pressure system 
 

Also think of the snow 
February 2018 – school 

closed : ) 

Cockermouth 
Cause: Rain (31.4cm), 
over a 24-hour period 

The rivers Derwent and 
Cocker 

Over 1300 homes were 
flooded 

Cost on average 
£28,000 per house 
The government 

provided £1 million to 
help with the clean-up 

Sahara 
Minerals - phosphate 

Oil & Gas 
Solar Power Tunisia = 2 

million homes 
Extreme Temperature – 

42C 
diurnal temperature 
Sahara - size of USA 

Low rainfall - less 70mm 
a year  

Amazon 
750 000km sq destroyed 

70% due to cattle 
ranching  

Trans Amazonia 
highway 

Stores 100 billion 
tonnes of CO2 

Lost 55 million tonnes 
of soil 

Selective logging 
Replanting 
Ecotourism 

Conservation  - N $1B 2 
B Amazon Fund 

Holderness 
Boulder clay 

1.8m land lost year 
11km protected by hard 
engineering - Easington 

Gas Terminal  
Mappleton- rock 

armour= £2M  
 

Medmerry 
Managed Realignment 

Selsey 
Sustainable 

Coastline moved 2km 
inland 

Cost £20M 
 

Old Harry 
Chalk 

Erosion 
Headland 

Crack 
Cave 

Arch Stack 
Old Harry’s Wife – 

Stump 

Spurn Head 
Holderness 

LSD/Deposition 
River Estuary 
Hook/curve 

Change wind direction 
mud flats 

salt marshes  

Pevensey Bay 
Soft Engineering 

Compressed Tyres 
Beach Recycling 

BeachNourishment 
Beach Reprofiling 
Groyne Removal 

Beach Monitoring/GPS 

River Tees 
Source – Pennines 

85miles long 
Flows into North Sea 
Upper – High Force 

Waterfall 
Middle – Meanders 

Lower - Estuary 

 
 



HOW TO ANSWER GEOGRAPHY EXAM QUESTIONS 

 
COMMAND WORDS 

Command Word Expected Response 

Name or State Give a word or short phrase. 

List Simply list the factors or reasons; do not go into long explanations or 
descriptions. 

Describe Say what you can see  - the main features or characteristics 

• Do not try to explain what you can see (that often comes in the next part 
of the question).  

• If there are lots of marks for the description then comment in detail, give 
grid references, use proper geographical terms, etc.  

• If you are asked to describe figures or graphs then use the figures and 
give fractions and multiples (e.g. the UK’s birth rate is half that of Brazil, 
there are three times as many people living in Brazil as in the UK, etc.) – 
show that you have manipulated the figures and not just read them off 
the graph or table. 

Literacy 
Use Sequence connectives: 

Firstly, ...    Secondly, ...    Thirdly, ...    Finally, ... 

Explain 
 

• Explain how  

• Explain the ways 

• Explain why 
 

Give reasons for something  
Make known in detail - make two or more points 
Literacy 
Use P.E.E. and Sequence connectives: 
P.E.E. 

• Point: A short sentence reflecting the exam question  

• Evidence: Bring in your evidence. This might be from your own 
knowledge or information in the exam paper.  

• Explain: the significance of the evidence. Repeat evidence / explain until 
you have written everything you know about the question in your point.  

Sequence connectives 
Firstly, this meant that... 
Secondly, this happens because... 
In addition, this is important because...   

Suggest or give 
reasons 
 

• Suggest how  

• Suggest reasons 
why 

 

Try to come up with reasons why.  You are likely to gain most marks if you can 
remember at least one example.  
Literacy 

Use connectives that suggest possibility or contrast: 
Another idea is... 
This could be because... 
Alternatively... 
On the other hand... 

Mark/draw and 
label 

Mark or draw a symbol of some kind and label by writing with a word or phrase 
to score the marks. 

Draw a labelled 
diagram/sketch map 

Means exactly that – there will be some marks for a reasonable diagram/map 
and some for the labels.  More detail in your labels will get you more marks. 

Use this information Only use the information in the figures (graphs, text, maps, photographs, etc.) 
referred to.  In the same way, if the question asks you to look at Figures 1 and 2 
then you must include information from both figures to score top marks. 



Command Word Expected Response 

Using information 
from your own 
studies 

Give examples from your own studies.   

• The question is asking you show that you have learnt some real places to 
illustrate your answer.   

• These case studies can be examples you have learnt in class, done for 
homework, included in coursework, been on holiday to, live in the area 
of, seen on video/DVD, seen on TV, etc.  

• Even if the question does not ask for this sort of information, include it – 
it is usually worth extra marks. 

Using this and other 
information 

Use the figures or maps being referred to for some of the marks but you must 
also add information from your own studies (see above) if you want to score full 
marks – which you do! 

Benefits and 
problems (or 
advantages & 
disadvantages) 
 

• How accurate... 

• Which was more 
important...   
threatening ... 
useful...  

• How successful 

• To what extent 

These questions invite a personal response or judgement call. 
Give some points from both sides to score well – it doesn’t have to be a perfect 
balance but just some of each. 
 
Literacy 
Start with  Sequence connectives: 

Firstly, ...    Thirdly, .... 
Secondly, ...   Finally, ... 
 

Move on to Contrast connectives for your disagreement: 
However, we should also consider... 
Whilst many hold this view, ... 
In contrast, tourism in... 

Difference 
 

• How do they 
differ? 

• Explain the 
difference 

• Compare 

Write about how features are unlike and identify contrasts 
Literacy 
Use Contrast connectives: 
Map B suggests....whilst 
Japan uses...However, in India ... 
In contrast... 
On the other hand,... 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF EFFECTS 
Questions will often ask you for the effects/impacts of a particular problem.  Always try to think, and write, 
clearly about these types of effects: 

• ECONOMIC  to do with employment and money; 

• ENVIRONMENTAL to do with the landscape and atmosphere; & 

• SOCIAL   to do with people’s lives and their communities 

• PRIMARY   caused by the hazard itself and usually happen immediately & 

• SECONDARY  caused by the primary impacts and usually happen later on 
 
LEVEL MARKING 
 
You must be clear going into your examination that most of your answers scoring 4 or more will be level-
marked – this is to encourage you to develop your arguments and points.  If there are 8 marks available 
you should aim to build up two or three points to try to reach level 3 – if you give eight short points you 
will not escape from level 1 and will score a maximum of three! The rule is: 

• Level 1 – basic (ideas are correct but simple) 

• Level 2 – clear (as L1 but ideas explained and some use of geographical terms) 

• Level 3 – detailed (you explain you ideas fully, link ideas together, use a wide range of geographical 
terms and are able to quote real world examples and case studies)  


