
“Stormzy has turned up to perform at 
the funeral of a fan's father after 
spotting a message on Twitter.” BBC 
News December 2017



The Law
Malicious Communications Act 1988: electronic 
communications which are indecent or grossly offensive, 
convey a threat or false information or demonstrate that 
there is an intention to cause distress or anxiety to the 
victim would be deemed to be criminal. 

Communications Act 2003: electronic communications which 
are grossly offensive or indecent, obscene or menacing, or 
false, used again for the purpose of causing annoyance, 
inconvenience or needless anxiety to another could also be 
deemed to be criminal behaviour. 



What do you share?
It is tempting to share loads of stuff on your profile, 
especially since you’re often typing from the comfort 
of your own home. 

But! Remember, the internet is a public space. 

Would you be happy for a 

teacher/parent to see it? 

If the answer’s no… don’t post it!



Remember:

1. The internet is an open space
If you post something publicly anyone can find it. If you share 
something you only want your friends to see, think about how 
your family, teachers and classmates might react

2. Things you post online can be copied, saved or shared by other 
people – including pictures
Even if you change your mind and delete things copies may have 
been saved. 

3. Personal insults, threats or discrimination online can get you 
into trouble with the law
Even if you mean it as a joke. Think carefully before you post 
angry things online – take a break first. 



Uploading Pictures

Only upload pictures that you’d be happy for 
a parent to see  

Don’t post pictures of you or your mates 
wearing school uniform 

Tick the “no pic forwarding” option on your 
settings page – this will stop people 
forwarding your pictures to anyone without 
your consent



Advice:
1. What you put on social media sites is there forever.

2. Consider the information you share - you don’t know 
who your friend’s friends are… or your friend’s friends’ 
friends…

3. Be aware that information on your profile could 
potentially be viewed by anyone. 

4. Consider your photo – what info does it give about you?

5. Understand the meaning of ‘joint enterprise’

6. Be aware that university admissions and employers 
WILL check your internet activity. 



Expectations:
Listen and act on our advice

Keep yourself safe online

Do not add anything that you could regret

If you know of anything that is set up, which 
should not be, report it to staff. We will 
always inform parents & carers

Issues can be reported via the thinkuknow
site using ClickCEOP.

http://www.ceop.police.uk/report-abuse/

